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DAMON anv PYTHIAS. 


W HEN Damon was fentenced by Dionyfius 
the tyrant of Syracufe, to die on acertainday,he 
prayed permiflion to retire, in the mean time, to 
hisown country, to fet the affairs ofhis difconfo— 
late family in order. This the tyrant intended 
moft peremptorily to refufe, by granting it, as 
he conceived, on the impoflible condition of his 
procuring fome one to remain as hoftage for his 
return, under equal forfeiture of life. Pythias 
heard the condition, and did not wait for an ap~ 
plication on the part of Damon. He inftantly 
offered himfelf to confinement in place of his 
friend, and Damon was accordingly fet at liber 
ty. 

The king, and all his courtiers, were aftonifh- 
ed at this action, as they could not account for 
‘ton any allowed principles.—Self-intereft, in 
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DAMON AND PYTHIAS. 
their judgment, was the fole mover of human 
fairs: and they looked on virtue, friendfhip, 
benevolence, love of country, and the like, a 
ns invenied by the wife, to impofe upon the 


al i . ‘4 sr rAAGW } : 5 or cr . 

‘kK. They, therefore, imputed this act of Py- 
thias to the extravaganee of his folly ; to 2 de- 
vet, of underitanding merely, and, no way, to 


virtue, or good guality of heart. 


7} Yn \e = c sen Q sed , san ¢ 
When the day of the deftined execution drew 


car, the tyrant had the curiofity to vilit Pythi- 

; in his dungeon.—Having reproached him for 
the extravagance of his cor duct, and rallied hia 
time on his madcneis, in prefuming that 


Damon, by his return, would prove as romantic 


s himteif— My lord,”? faid Pythias, with 
firm voice, and novle efpedct, “1 would ii were 
I macs | tl ht fuifer a thoufand deat! 
rather than my f d fhould fail in any article 
ofhiskonour. He annot fail therein, my lord. 


J am as confident of his virtue, asl am of my 
ownexiftcnce. But I pray, 1 befeech the gods, 
to preferve ihe life and integrity ry my Damon 
together. Oppofe him ye winds ! prevent the 
eagernefs and impatience of his h inourable en- 
deavours ; and fuffer him not to arrive, till, by 
my death Lhave re dcemed alife,athoufand times 
of more conftquence, of more eftimation, than 
my own; more eflimable to his lovely wife, to 


his precious little innocents, to his friends, to his 


country. O! leave me not to die the worft of 
deaths in my Damon.” _Dionyfius was awed ¢ nd 
confounded by the dignity of thefe feniiments, 
and by the manner, fi TL more affecting,in which 
they were uttered. He felt his heart ttruck by a 
flight fenfe of li v ading t th: but il {i rve J ra- 
ther to perplex than undeceive him. He hcfitat- 
ed. He would have fpoken, But he looked 
down ; and retired in filence. 
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PAMON AND PYTHIASs 


The fatal day arrived. Pythias was brought 
forth; and walked, amidft the guard, with a fe- 
rious, but fatisfied air, to the place of executi- 
on. Dionyfius was already there. He was ex= 
alted ona moving throne diawn by fix white 
iorfes, and fat penlive and aitentive to the de- 
meanour of the prifoner. Pythias came. He 


tly on the fcaffuld, and, behoilding 


oe) 











vaul ed ligh 
for fome time the apparatus of death, he turned, 
and, with a pieafiug countenance thus addrefled, 
the affembly. ‘* My prayers are heard. The 
ds are propitious. You know, my friends, 
at the winds have been contrary till yefterday. 
Damon could not come: he could not conquer 


impoilibilities. He willbe here to-morrow ; and 
the blood whichis fhed to-day, fhall have ranfom-= 


ed the life of my friend.—O! could I erafe from 
your bofomsevery doubt every mean fufpicion, of 
the honour of t 
fuffer, | fhouldgo to my death, even as I would 
to my bridal. Be it fufiicient, in the mean time, 
that my friend will be found nobie—that his truth 
is unimpes achable—that he will fpeedily approve 
it—that he is now onhis way, hurrying on, ac- 
cufing himfelf, the adverfe elements, and the 


r 


1i¢@ man for whom [ am about to 


go’s. But I haften to prevent his fpeed.—Exe- 
cutioner, do your office.’’ As he pronounced 
he latt words, a buzz began to arife among the 
remotett of the > people. <A diftant voic® was 
heard. The crowd caught the words; and ‘Stop, 
ftop the mention? was repeated by the whole 
a embly. A man came at full fpeed. The 
throng gave way to his approach. He was 
mounted on a teed of foam. In an inftant he 
was off his horfe on the fcaffold, and held Py-~ 
thias ftraitly embraced. ‘‘ You are fafe,’’ he 
cricd 5 “ you are fate, my friend, my beloved! 
A 2 
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Long on the ftern, wit! 


The crowded fhore fink wleflening, from his view, 
As gradual glides the bark along the flood; y 
His bride is feen no more—* Adicu !—adieu!” J yj 


The breeze of Eve moans low, her fmile i 


, 
o'er, 
Dim fteals her twilight dowr the crimfon’d wef, ( 
He climbs the top-moft inaft, to feek once more W 
The far-feen coaft, where all his wilhes reit. A 
. . it 
He views its dark line on the dittant ‘ky. 
And Fancy leads him to his little home, 
He fees his weeping love, he hears her figh, 
He fooths her griefs, and tells uf joys to come. 
yi 


Eve yields to night, the breeze to wintry gales, 
In one vatt fhade the feas and 
He turns his aching eyes,—his f{pirit fails, 

The chiil tear falls;—fad to the deck he goes! 


fl. 9 we . 
ihores repole 5 


The form of midnight fwells, the fails are 
firl’d 
Deep founds the lead, but finds no Friendly fhore, 
Faft o’er the waves the wreiched bark is hurl’d, 
**O Ellen, Ellen! we muft meet no more !”’ 


Lightnings, that fhew the vaft and foamy deep, 
The rending thunders, as they onward roll, 
The loud, loud winds, that o'er the billows 

fweep— 
Shake the firm nerve, appal the braveft foul } 


Ah! what avails the feamen’s toiling care ! 
The ftraining cordage burfts, the matt fs riv’n ; 
The founds - terror groan along the air, 
Then fink afar s—the bark on rocks is driven! 
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t evening hour, 
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: 
' . wage 
: Ll was fome time in the fummer of that year 
in which Dendermond was taken by the allies,— 
which was about feven years before my father 
if came into the country,—and about as many after 


the time that my uncle Toby and Trim had pri- 
t vately decamped from my father’s houfe in town, 

: in order to lay fome of the fineft fieges to fome 

, of the fineft fortified cities in Europe—W hen my 
{ ' uncle Toby was one evening getting his fupper, 
with Trim fitting behind him at a fmall fide- 
board ;s—The landlord of a little inn in the vil- 
lage came into the parlour with an empty phial 





in | 
for 
faic 
hou 
hea 
jut 
and 
fro! 
fuc 
mo 
ne- 
for 
dri 
iac 
my 
to 

his 


as 

pat 
ver 
mt 
th: 
the 
far 
cel 
Tc 


ha 


lo: 
po 
io: 
bo 
tw 


* 


ta] 

















L776 





LE FEVREs iY 


in his hand to beg a glafs or two of facks ‘tis 
for a poor gentleman, I think, of the army, 
faid the landlord, who has been taken ill at my 
houfe four days ago, and has never held up his 
head fince, or had a defire to taite any thing "till 
juft now, that he has a fancy for a glafs of fack 
and athin toaft.—I rhink, fays he, taking his hand 
from his forehead, It would comfort me.—— 

It l could neither beg, borrow, nor buy 
fuch a thing,—added the ] andlord ,—I would al- 
moft fteal it for the poor gentleman, he is fo iil. 
I hope in God he will! ftill mend, continued 
he—we are all of us concerned for him. 

Thou art a good-natured. foul, I will anfwer 
for thee, cried my uncle Toby 3 and thou fhalt 








drink the poor gentleman’s health ina glafs of 


fack thy felf '—and take a couple of bottles, with 
my fervice, ‘and tell him he is heartily welcome 
to them, and toa dozen more, if they will do 
him good. 

Though I am perfuaded, faid my uncle Toby, 
as the landlord fhut the door, he is a very com= 
paflionate fellow—-Trim—yet I cannot help en- 
tertaining an high opinion of his gueft too ; there 
muft be foumething more than common in him, 
thatin fo fhort a time fhould win fo much upon 
the affections of his hoft; And of his whole 
family , added the corporal, for they are all con- 
cerned for him. Step after him, faid my uncle 
Toby, do Trim, And afk if he knows his 
name. 

~-[ have quite forgot it, truly, faid the land~ 
lord, coming back into the parlour with the core 
poral, —but I can afk his fon again: Hashea 
fon with him then ? faid my uncle Toby. A 
boy replied the landlord, of about ele ven of 
twelve years of age ;—but the poor creature has 
tafted almoft as lit tle as his father; he docs no» 
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thing but mourn and lament for him nivht and 
day ;—he has not flirred trom the bed~tide thefe 


two days, 








My uncle Toby Jaid Jown his knife and fork, 
and thruft his plate from before him, as the 
Jandlord, gave him the account: and JSiim, 
without being ordered, tock away with: ay- 
ing one word, and if linutes after bro't 
him his pipe and tobacco. 

——Stay in the room 






Toby.——_ 
Trim !——faid my unc} 
lighted his pipe, and fn 
whiffs——Trim came in 
made his bow s—my un 
and faid no more.—Cvrporal faid my unc lo- 
by—the corporal made his bow.,—My uncle To- 
by proceeded no farther, but finished his pipe. 
Trim faid my uncle Toby, i have a project in my 


] 
i 


‘head, as it isa bad night, of wrapping myfeu up 
warm in my roquelaure, and paying aviiil to this 
poor gentlman.--¥ Ourhonor’ roque‘eure, re} ed 
the corporal, has not once been had on, iince the 
night before your honour received your wound, 
when we mounted gwardin the trenches nefore 
the cate of St. Nicholas :~—and befides, it is fo 
cold and rainy a night, that what with the to- 
quelaure, and what with the weatt! er, "twill be 
enough to give your honour your death, and 
bring on your honour’s torment in vour pro.n.—l 


fear fo, replied my uncle Toby; but [am not 
at reft in my mind, Trim, fincethe account tlie 
landlord has given me.—! wiih [had not kno 

fo much of this affair,—added my uncle Toby. 
—or that | had known more ef it s—How fhall 


we manage ii ?—Leave it, an’t pleafe your ho- 
gour, toime, quoth the corporal s—il take my 

















he houfe and recon- 
accordingly 3 and I will bring 


ftick, and go to t 





‘ull account in an hour.—Thou 


atk, {halt go, Trim, faid my uncle Toby, and here 
the is a fhilling for thee to drink with his fervant— 


im I fnali get it all out of him, faid the corporal, 














» | 
hs Ft ny t! door. 
ro't My uncle Toby filled his fecend pipe; and 
had it not been, that he now and then wander- 
nele ed from the point, with confidering whether it 
was not ful! aswell to have the curtain ef the 
had t c { ht line, asa crooked one,—he 
zen ry it i 
b 
4121 ced 3 
. 
1 
account. 
up i de! t firft, faid the corporal, of be 
) to | ) ns vO rany id of - 
ed i ce col oO ck lieu nt—l] 
c I le V« DY h ] 
d, fa < ment? faid my 
pore noc! ou » replied the core 
10 pora wards,as llearntit.- 
to- i pe, faid my uncle 
| be Toby. andnot upt tl lrhou haftdone: f{ 
ind tit do t ‘ n. window-leat 
—i and | 1 oe spora] made 
rt i wy W cene yoke, as plain ¢ 
tue al iid f¢ ift—‘* ¥ r ris good :”’ 
) —And vine d that, t « she was 
DY. order & —and b in the il to mys ncle T voy 
Ci lin ja pretty near the fame ora 
ho- ldefsvired firft, faid the corporal,of beinzable 
yintelli ce to yourhonor abou 
for wheal afked 
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where his fervant was, from w! hom l made mv. 
felf fure of knowing every thing which was pro= 
per to be afked—T hat’s aright diftinction, Trim, 
faid my uncle Toby—I was anfwered, an’ pleate 
your honor, that he had no fervant with him: 
—that he had come to the inn with hired horfes, 
which upon finding himfelf unable to proceed, 
(to join, I fuppofe, the regiment) he had difmil- 
fed the morning after he came.—If I get better, 
my dear, faid he, as he gave his purfe to his fon 
to pay the man,—we can hire horfes from hence. 
—But alas! the poor gentleman will never get 
from hence, faid the landlady to me,—for I heard 
the death watch all night long ;——and when he 
dies, the youth, his fon, wil] certainly die with 
him ; for he is broken-hearted already. 

I was hearing this account, continued the cer- 
poral, when the youth came into the kitchen, to 
order the thin toaft the landlord fpoke of ;—but 
1 will do it for my father myfelf faid the youth. 
—Pray let me fave you the trouble, young gen- 
tlemen, faid I, taking up a fork for the purpole, 
and offering him my chair to fit down upon by 
the fire, whilft I did it.—I believe, fir, faid he, 
very modeftly, I can pleafe him beft myfelf.—I 
am fure faid 1, his honour will not like the toaft 
the worfe for being toafted by an old foldier.— 
the youth took held of my hand, and inftantly 
burit intu tears.——— Poor youth! faid my uncle 
Toby ,—-he has been bred upfrom an infant in th 
army, aid the name of a foldier, Trim, founded 
in his ears like the name of a friend soil wifh ! 
had him here. 

——{! never, in the longeft march, faid the 
corpora], had fo great a mind tv my dinner, as t 
had to’cry with him for company : s—What coulé 
be the matier with me, an’ Raregt your honour: 
Nothing in the world, Tris aid my uncle To- 



























Is 
by blowing his nofe,—but that thou art a geod- 
natured fellow. 

When I gave him the toat, continued the 
corporal, [thought it was proper to telibiml 
was Captain Shandy’s fervant, and that your ho- 
nor (though a ftranger) was extremely concern- 
ed for his fathers;—and that if there was any 
thing in your houfe or cellar—(and thou mi ght’it 
have added my purfe too, faid my urcle Toby) 
ieartily welcome to it:—he made a ve- 
ow, (which was meant to your honor) 
but no anfwer, for his heart was ful!—fo he 
went up ftairs with the toaft :—I warrant you, 
my dear, faid I, as | opened the kitchen-door, 
vour father will be well again.—Mr. Yorick’s 
curate was fmoaking a pipe by the kitchen fire 
—but faid not a word good or bad to comfort the 
youth ——-+1 thoueht it was wrong, added the 
corporal——I think fo too, faid my uncle Toby. 
ien the lieutenant had taken his glafs of 
nd toatt, he felt himfelf a little revived, 
id fent down into the kitchen, to let me know, 
it in about ten minutes he fhou'd be elad if | 


ould ep up ftairs.—I believe, faid the land- 


g° was 


t 
} 
TV 1Iow C 





ary 


d, he is going to fay his prayers,—tor the: 
as a book laid upon the ch Lir by hy b d—-fide > 


1d as Il ihut the door Il faw his fon take up a 





[ theught faid the curate, that you gentlemen 
otthe army, Mr. Trim, never faid your prayers 
t all,__——I heard the poor gentleman fay his 


ivers lait night, faid the laudlady very devout= 

, and with my own ears, or I could not have 
believed it.-—Are you fure of it ? replied the cu- 
rate :—A foldier an’ pleafe your reverence faid 
i, prays as often (of hs own accord) as a parfon; 
—and when he is fighting for his king, and for 
vn life, and for his honor too, he has the 
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mot reafon to pray to Ged of any one in the 
hole world.—’* Twas well faid of thee, Tria, 


iid my unele 
i, an’ pleafe y« 
for twelve hon 





‘s together } 


Joby.—But when a foldier, faid 


u 


yur reverence, has been ftanding 
nthe trenches, up to 
. 








his knees in cold water,—or engaged, faid I, for 
months together in long and dangerous n hes; 
harraficd, perhaps, in his rear to-day - 
ing oilers to-morrow :—detached here ;-— 
manded there 3 refting this night uy 
1s arm beat up in his fhirt the next ;——be- 
mumbed is joints perhaps withou 
his t to kneel on s—he muft fay his pray 
how and when he can,—I believe, faid 1,—for I 
iS pigned, quoth the corporal, for the reputa- 
' 























hen I] went up, continued the corporal, in 
the lieutenant’s reom, which I did notdo till 


ration of the ten minutes,—-he was ly=- 
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» lald tne ireute nt. 
He did not offer to fpeak to me, till I hac 
iked up clofe to his bed-fide :——If you arc 
Shandy’s fervant, faid he, you muft 
I t tl ; 5 ) p | {t ry with ny li - 
than} > h them, for his cour- 
to me,—if he was Leven’s——faid the 
n n ——I toldhim your - was. 
faid he, 1 ferved three d2igns with 
1 Flanders, j ember him— but 
ft likely, as [ had not the honour of 
intance with him, that he knows 
r of me.——— You will teil him, how- 
; the perfon | cood-nature has laid 
) igatio » him, ol Le Fevre, a 
in Angus’s——but he knows me noi, 
, afecond time, muling 3—pofiibly he 
y—added he—pray tell the capiain, 


ue erfien at Breda, whofe wife was moft 


7. 


ortunately killed with a mufket-fhot, as fhe 
In my arms in my tent.- lL remember tl 
; eafe vour honour, faid I very weil. 





I 


—-Do you fo? faid he, wiping his eyes with 


\dkerchief,—then well may [.—In faying 
out of his bofoin, which 
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18 THE STORY OF 
feemed tied with a black ribband about his neck, 
and kifled it twice. Here, Billy, faid he,— 
the boy flew acrofs the ronm to the bed-fide, and 
falling down upon his knee, took the ring in his 
hand and kiffed it too,——ihen killed his father, 
and fat down upon the bed and wept. 

I with faid my uncle Toby with a deep figh, 

I with, Trim I was afleep. 

Your honor, replied the corporal, is too much 
concerned 5—fhall I pour your henor out a 
glafs of fack to your pipe >——-Dv, _ Trim, faid 
my uncle Toby. 

I remember, faid my uncle Tobv, fighing 
again, the ftory of the enfign and his wife, with 
a circumftance his modetty omitted ;——and 
particularly well that he, as well as fhe, upon 
fome account or other, (I forgot what) was uni- 
verfally pitied by the whole regiment ;—but 
finifh the ftory thou art upon: Tis finifhed 
already, faid the corporal —for I could ftay no 
longer,—fo. wifhed his honor a goodrnight 5 
young Le Fevre rofe from off the bed, and faw 
me to the bottom of the ftairs ; and as we went 
down together, told me, they had come from 
[rel tokg and were on their route to join their 
regiment in Flanders—But alas! faid the cor- 
poral,—the lieutenant’s laft day’s march is over. 
Then what is to become of his poor boy? 
cried my uncle Toby. 

it wasto my upcle Toby’s eternal honour,— 
though I tell it only for the fake of thofe, who, 
when cooped in betwixt a natural and a pofitive 
law, know not for their fouls which way in the 
worid toturn themfelves—That notwithftanding 
my uncle Toby was warmly engaged at that time 
in carrying on the fiege of Dendermond, parallel 
with theallies, whoprefied theirs on fo vigoroully 
thai they fcarée allowed him time to get his din- 



































ner,—that neverthelefs he gave up Dendermond, 
though he had already make a lodgment upen 


the counterfcarpe 3 and bent his whole thoughts 
towards the private diftrefles at the inn; and, 
except that he ordered the garden-gate to be 
bolted up, by which he might be faid to have 
turned the fiege of Dendermond into a blockade 
—he ieft Dendermond to itfe'f,—te be relieved 


n 
i 


or not by the French king, as the French king 
thoncht good; and only conlidered how he him- 
felf thould rel poor lieutenant and his 
jon. 

—~That kind Being, who is a friend to the 
friendlefs, fhall recompence thee for this. 
Thou haft left this matter fhort, faid my un- 
cle Toby to the corporal, ashe was putting him 
to be 1.—and I will tell thee in what Trim.-—In 
the firft place, when thou madcft an offer of my 
fervices to Le Fevre,—as ficknefs and travelling 

both expenfive, and thon knoweft he was 
but a poor lieutenant, witha fon to fubsift as 
well as himfelf, out of his pay,—that thou didit 
not make an offer to him of my purfe 5 becaufe, 
had he ftood in need, thou knoweft, Trim, he 
had been as welcome to it as myfelf.—Your ho- 
nor knows, fa'd the corporal, I had no orders 5 
——True, quoth my uncle Toby, thou didft 
very right Trim, asa foldier,—but certainly very 
Wrong as aman. 
ln the fecond place, for which, indeed, thou 
haft the fume excufe continued my uncle Toby, 
—when thou offeredft him whatever was in my 
houte,—thou fhouldft have offered him my houfe 
too :—A fick brother officer fhould have the beft 
quarters, Trim ; and if we had him with us,— 
we could tend and look to him :—thowart an 
excellent nurfe thyfelf, Trim,—and what with 
thy care ofhim, and the o!d woman’s, and his 
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boy’s, and mine to 
ain atonee, and fet him 


—fna toreniohee 


Toby, finili —he m t marc 






march, an’ pleafe your honour in th 


the cor 


Toby, from € iide of 
one inoe pies 
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Cc. rpor: 


He fhiall march, cried mv ut € 


ing the foot which 
out advancing an ineh,——he th 


regiment.—He cannoi fand i, faidthe corpo 











—He fhall be fupp faid my unc loby. 
—He’ll drop at lait, faid the corporal, and what 
will become of@his buy 2>——He fhall! not drop, 
faid my uncle Toby, firmly.—A-well-o'’day,— 
do. what we can for him, faid Trim, mai 4 
his point, the poor fou] wili die:———F i 
hot die, by G—, cried my uncle Toby. 

-T he uft [pirii, which w up to hea- 
ven’s chancery with the oath, bi das i 
it in—and the record’ng angel, as Lore 1", 
dropp’d adcar upon the word, and blotted ii ou 
for 

_—-— e Toby went to his bi u.- 

his purfe into his breeches pocker, ai : 
ordercd the corporal to 70 early in n 


for a phyfician,—he went to bed and fell 2 
The fun dooked brieht the morni 


every eveam the village but Le Fevre’s arc 


. emp 
amfiiicicu ion’s 


upon his eye-lids,—and hardly 
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wncle Toby, who had rofe upan 


; the hand of death pt 
could 


at tne enter turn round its circle 


our 
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wonted time, entered the licurenant’s room, aid 





without preface or apology fat } 
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himfelfdown up- 





on the chair, by the bed-iide, and independent- 
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In vain the Hero’s laurel’d wreaths decline, 

In vain the MinsTreL fwells the notes divine: 
, who afar thefe booties griefs deride, 

And ftain the fair Ox1w’s flow’ry fide, 
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Tue modeft virgin, the pradent wife, or the 
careful matron, are much more ferviceable in 
life than petticoated philofophers, bluftering he- 
ruins, Or virago queens. She who makes her 
hufband and her children happy, who reclaims 
the one from vice, and trains up the ather to vir- 
tue, isa much greater character than ladies.def- 
eribed in romance, whofe whcle occupation js to 
murder mankind with fhafts from their q@iver 
r their eyes. 

Women, it has been obferved, are not natu- 
rally formed for great cares themfelves, but to 
foften ours. Their tendernefsis the proper re- 
ward for the dangers we undergo for their pre- 
fervation 3 and the eafe and cheerfuinefs of their 
converfation, our defirable retreat from the fa— 
tigues ofintenfe application. They ate confin— 
ed within the narrow limits of domeftic aflidui~ 
ty, and when they ftray beyond them, they move 
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veyond their fphere, and confequently without 
prace. 

Fame, therefore, has been very unjuftly dif- 
penfed, among the female fex. Thofe who 
eaft deferve to be remembered, meet our admi- 
ration aud applaufe ; while many, who have 
been an honour to humanity, are paffed over in 
tilence. Perhaps no age has produced a ftronger 
mftance of mifplaced fame than the prefent ; 
the Semiramis and the Thalefrifs of antiquity are 
taiked of, while a modern character, infinitely 
greater than either, is unnoticed and unknown. 


Cathartma Alexowna, born near Derpat, a lit— 


tle city in Livonia, was heir to no other inheri- 
tance than the virtues and frugality of her pa- 
rents. Her father being dead, fhe lived with 
her aged mother, in their cottage covered wit) 
ftraw 3 and both, though very poor, were very 
contented. Here retired from the gaze of the 
world, by the labour of her hands the fupported 
her parent, who was now incapable of fupport- 
ing herielf. While Curhgrina {pun, the old wo~ 
man would fit by, and reas fome book of devo- 
tion 3 thas, when the tatigues of the day were 
over, both would fit down contentedly by their 
tive-fide, and enjoy the frugal meal with vacant 
feltivity. 

Though her face and perfon were models of 
perfection, yet her whole attention feemed be- 
ttowed upon her miuds; her mother tanght ker to 
yead, aud an old Lucheran minifter inftructed her 
io the maxims and duties of religion, Nature 
had turnifhed her not only with a ready, but 4 
folid turn Of thought, not only with a ftrong. 
but a right urderftending. Such truly female 
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CATHARINA ALEXOWNA. 27 
accomplifhments precured her feveral folici- 
tations of marriage from the peafants of the 
country; but their offers were refufed ; for fhe 
loved her mother too tenderly to think of a fe= 
paration. 

Catharina was fifteen when her mother died: 
fhe now, therefore, left her cottage, and went 
to live with the Lutheraw minifter, by whom fhe 
had been inftructed from her childhood. In his 
houfe fhe reftded, in quality of governefs to his 
children ; at once reconciling in her character 
unerring prudence with furprizing vivacity. 

The old man who regarded her as one of his 
own children, had her inftructed in dancing, and 
mutic, by the mafters whe attended the reft of his 
family. Thus fhe continued to impreve, till he 
died; by which accident: she was once more fe- 
duced toher priftine poverty. The country of /:— 
tenia was at this time wafted by war, and lay in 
a moft miferable ftate of desolation. Thofe ca- 
lamities are ever moft heavy upon the poor; 
wherefore Catharina, though pofleiled of fo ma- 
hy accomplifhments, experienced a}i the mife= 
ries of hopelefs indigence. :Provifions becom~ 
ing every day more fcarce, and her private 
ftock being entirely exhautted, fhe refolwed at 
laft to travel to Muricnburgh, a city of greaic: 
Plenty. 

Witk her fcanty wardrobe, packed up in 2 
wallet, fhe fet out on her journey, on foot. Sie 
was to walk through a region miferable by na- 
ture, but rendered {till more hideous by the 
Swedes and Ruffans, who, as cach happened Lo 
become matters, plundered it atdiferetion ; 5ut 
hunger had taught her to defpife the dangers and 
fatigues of the way. 

One evening, upon her journey, as fhe had 
entered acottage by the way~lide, to take up her 
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lodging for the night, fhe was infulted by two 
Swedif foldiers who infifted upon qualifying her, 
as they termed it, to fo/low the camp. They might, 
probably, have carried their infults into Violence, 
had nota fubaltern officer, accidentally pafling by, 
come in to her afliftance. Upon his appearing, 
the foldiers immediately defifted ; but her thank- 
fulnefs was hardly greater than her furprife, when 
fhe inttantly recollected, in her deliverer, the fon 
of the Lutheran minifter, her former inftructor, 
benefactor, and fiiend. 

This was an happy interview for Catharina, 
The little ftock of money fhe had brought from 
home was by this time quite exhaufted; her 
clothes were gone, piece by piece, in order to fa- 
tisfy thofe who had entertained her intheirhoufes ; 
her generous countryman, therefore, parted with 
what he could fpare, to buy her clothes, furnifh- 
ed her with a horfe, and gave her letters of re- 
commendation to Mr. Gluck, a faithful friend of 
his father, and fuperintendant of Maricnburgh. 

Our beautiful ftranger had only to appear to be 
well received: fhe was immediately admitted in- 
to the fuperinterdant’s family, as governefs to 
his two daughters ; and, though yet but feven- 
teen, fhewed herfelf capable of inftructing her 
fex, not only in virtue, but politenefs, Such 
was her good fenfe and beauty, that her mafter 
himfelfin a fhort time offered her his hand, which 
to his great furprife the thought proper to refufe. 
Actuated by a principal of gratitude, fhe was re- 
folved to marry ber deliverer only, eventhough 
he had loft an arm, and was otherwife disfigur— 
ed by wounds, in the fervice, 

In order, therefore, to prevent further folici- 
tations from others, as foon as the officer came 
to town upor duty, fhe offered him her perfon, 
which he accepted with tranfport; amd their 








. 
“ur 


eg 








i ee 


CATHARINA ALEXOWNAs 29 
nuptials were folemnifed as ufual. Butall the 
lines of her fortune were to be ftriking: the very 
day on which they were married, the Ruffans laid 
fiege to Marienburgh. The unhappy foldier had 
now no time to enjoy the well-earned pleafures 
of matrimony; he was called off before confum- 
mation to an attack, from which he was never 
after feen to return. 

In the mean time, the fiege went on with fury, 
aggravated on one fide by obftinacy, on the other 
by revenge. ‘This war between the two northern 
powers at that time was truly barbarous; the in- 
nocent peafant and the harmlefs virgin often 
fhared the fate of the foldier in arms. Marien= 
burch was taken by affault; and fuch was the 
fury of the aflailants, that not only the garrifon, 
but almoft all the inhabitants, men, women, and 
children, were put to the fword. At length, 
When the carnage was pretty well over, Catha- 
rina was found hic: in ah oven. 

She had been hitherto poor, but ftill was free ; 
fhe was now to conferm to her hard fate, and 
learn what it was to be a flave: in this fituation, 
however, fhe behaved with piety and humility 5 
and, though misfortunes had abated her vivaci- 
ty, yet fhe wascheerful. The fame of her me- 
rit and refignation reached even Prince Menzi= 
keff, the Ruffian General: he defired to fee her, 
was ftruck with her beauty, bought her from the 
foldier, her matter, and placed her under the di- 
rection of his own fifter. Here fhe was treated 
with all the refpe& which her merit deferved, 
while her beauty every day improved with her 
good fortune, 

She had not been Jong in this fituation when 
Peter the Great paying the Prince a vifit, Cathari— 
za happened to come in with fome dry fruits, 
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which fhe ferved round with peculiar modefty. 
The mighty monarch faw, and was ftruck with 
her beauty. He returned the next day, called for 
the beautiful flave, afked her feveral queftions, 
and found her underftanding even more perfect 
than her perfon. 

He had been forced, when young, to marry 
from motives of intereft ; he was now refolved 
to marry purfuant to his own inclinations. He 
immediately enquired the hiftory of the fair Li- 
vonian, who was not yet eighteen. He traced her 
through the vale of obfcurity, through all the vi- 
ciffitudes of her fortune, and found her truly 
great in them all. The meannefs of her birth 
was no obftruction to his defign; their nuptials 
were folemnifed in pmivate : the Prince afluring 
his courtiers, that virtue alone was the proper- 
i . eft ladder to a throne. 
ie We now fee Cstharina, from the low, mud- 
a walled cottage, Emprefs of the greatett king- 
‘1 com upon earth. The poor folitary wanderer is 
a now’ furrounded by thousands, who find happi- 
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nefs inher fmile. She, who formerly wanted a 
meal, is now capable of diffuling plenty upon 
whole nations. To her fortune fhe owed a part 
of this pre-eminence, but to her virtues more. 

She ever after retained thofe great qualities 
which firft placed her on a throne; and while 
the extraordinary prince, itr hufband, laboured 
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\\ 'y for the reformation of his male fubjects, fhe ftu- 4 
k i died, in her turn, the improvement of her own 
File i fex. She altered their drefies, introduced mix- 
) ed affemblies, inftituted an order of female 


knighthood ; and, at length, when fhe had preat- 
ly filled all the ftations of emprefs, friend, wife, 
and mother, bravely died without regret,—re- 
gretted by-.all. 
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